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RNA World theory

• DNA is the perfect replicator, proteins 
are the perfect enzymes.
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RNA World theory

• RNA has a little 
bit of both 
properties.
–A pretty good 

replicator and 
some shape 
versatility to act 
as an enzyme.

Metabolism first vs. Genes first
Could life have started with 
metabolism of organic 
compounds in sea vents?
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